




































































CERTIFICATION OF ELECTION 

KRS 24 2.110 requires the results of a local option election be certified by the county 
board of elections, filed with the county clerk, and entered by the county judge executive 
in the order book. A copy of this certification, along with a copy of the ballot showing 
the question(s) appearing on the ballot must be on file with the Frankfort ABC Office. 

DISCONTINUANCE OF PROIDBITION - EFFECTIVE DATE 

KRS 242.200, When a majority of the votes cast at an election are in favor of the 
discontinuance of prohibition in a territory, prohibition shall cease to be in force and 
effect at the expiration of sixty ( 60) days from the date of the entry of the certificate of 
the county board of election commissioners in the order book of the county 
judge/executive. 

APPOINTMENT OF CITY ADMINISTRATOR 

KRS 2411.170 (2), the city administrator in each city of the second, third, or fourth class 
shall be appointed by the city manager if there is one. If there is no city manager, the city 
administrator shall be appointed by the mayor. KRS 241.180, city administrator shall 
take the oath prescribed in Section 228 of the Constitution, and shall execute a bond with 
a good corporate surety in the penal sum of not less than ($1,000.00). 

CITY ORDINANCE 

A copy of your city ordinance should be filed with the Frankfort ABC Office. Kentucky 
law allows the legislative body to impose license fees for the privilege of manufacturing 
and trafficking in alcoholic beverages in wet territory. KRS 243.070 establishes the 
license types and maximum amount that particular class of cities my charge. 

STATE LICENSE FEES AND EXPIRATION DATE OF LICENSES 

State fees for distilled spirits and wine are issued under KRS 243.030 (by the drink and 
package liquor fees for the City of Paintsville are set by fourth class), and malt beverage 
fees are issued under KRS 243.040. All licensees are required to pay a full year's fee if 
the license will be issued for 6 months or more. If the license is issued for less than 6 
months, one half(½) of the annual fee is charged. 

ABC licenses in the City of Paintsville will expire on May 31 st of each year. License 
expiration dates are staggered throughout the state depending on zip code. 
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FOURTH CLASS CITIES 

After a local option election is held, whereby the majority of the votes were against 
prohibition, licenses can be issued for the retail sale of distilled spirits and wine by the 
package for consumption off premises, and the sale of malt beverages (beer) by the 
package for consumption off premises and by the drink for consumption on premises. 
According to an attorney General's Opinion a restaurant wine license (authorizing the 
sale of wine at restaurants which seat 50 persons at tables and receives 50% of their gross 
annual income from the sale of food) may be issued in a city of the fourth class that has 
held a local option election and voted to go wet. A distilled spirits and wine retail 
package licensee may apply for a package sampling license in accordance with KRS 
244.050 (2) and (3). 

BY THE DRINK 

KRS 243.230 (2) allows the issuance of distilled spirits and wine by the drink licenses to 
a city of the fourth class in which the majority of votes cast in the most recent election 
held under KRS 242.127 were in favor of the proposition voted upon if the city has an 
adequate police force. 

KRS 242.127 allows a city of the fourth class to hold an election to take the sense of the 
people of the city as to the sale of distilled spirits and wine by the drink for consumption 
on the premises in the city. This election must be citywide. 

KRS 242.185 (2) allows a city of the fourth class or a county containing a city of the 
fourth class to enact a comprehensive, regulatory ordinance upon the determination by 
the legislative body that an economic hardship exists within the city or county and that 
the sale of distilled spirits and wine by the drink could aid economic growth. KRS 
242.185 (3) authorizes licenses be issued only to hotels, motels, or inns containing not 
less than fifty (50) sleeping units and having dining facilities for not less than 100 
persons or bona fide restaurants open to the general public having dining facilities 
for not less than 100 persons. KRS 242.185 (4) allows the city or county legislative 
body to provide for the issuance of any other license permitted by KRS 243.070, which 
includes temporary drink, private clubs, and caterer's licenses. (Please refer to that 
statute entitled City licenses for a complete listing. Note: Since all retail drink liquor 
licenses are under a "quota" system, this type of license may not be issued under an 
ordinance.) 

SUNDAY LICENSES 

KRS 244.290 allows a city of the fourth class to enact a regulatory ordinance to allow 
distilled spirits and wine by the drink or by the package to be sold on Sunday. 
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RETAIL LIQUOR BY PACKAGE QUOTA LICENSE 

Retail liquor license limit is set by 804 KAR 9:010. KRS 241.060 (2) authorizes the 
ABC Board to limit the number of licenses to be issued in any county of the 
Commonwealth. This administrative regulation establishes the basis of this limitation 
and establishes the manner in which the population of a county is to be ascertained for 
purposes of the number of licenses in a county. Section 1., The number of retail package 
liquor licenses issued by the Alcoholic Beverage Control Board in any county of the 
Commonwealth shall not exceed a number equal to one (1) for every 2,300 person 
resident. Section 2. (1 ), The number of retail drink liquor licenses issued by the 
Alcoholic Beverage Control Board in any county of the Commonwealth shall not exceed 
a number equal to one (1) for every 2, 500 persons resident. 

804 KAR 9:040 Retail package liquor license quota. This administrative regulation is 
necessary to establish individual quotas for smaller political subdivisions within a county 
when the general retail liquor license quota established in 804 KAR 9:010, if applied, 
would result in the issuance of an impermissible number of licenses disproportionate to 
the population of the political subdivision. The function of this administrative regulation 
is to establish individual retail liquor license quotas for political subdivisions of a county 
in which a prohibition has been repealed. 

KRS 241. 080 Powers of state administrators as to issuance of licenses. The administrator 
of the Distilled Spirits Unit may issue or refuse to issue any state license provided for in 
KRS 243.020 to 243.670 authorizing traffic in distilled spirits and wine. The 
administrator of the Malt Beverage Unit may issue or refuse to issue any state license 
provided for in KRS 243.020 to 243.670 authorizing traffic in malt beverages. 

RETAIL LIQUOR BY PACKAGE QUOTA LICENSE SET FOR PAINTSVILLE 

Once the number of liquor package quota license has been established for the City of 
Paintsville the State ABC Office will advertise in the largest circulated newspaper in 
Johnson County the number of vacancies for new liquor package quota licenses and 
applications will be received for a period of thirty (30) days following the announcement. 
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ARE THERE ANY RESTRICTIONS AGAINST PERSONS APPLYING FOR 
LICENSE? 

No natural person shall hold any alcoholic beverage license who is under the age of 21; is 
not a citizen of the United States; has not maintained an actual residence in Kentucky for 
1 year; who has been convicted of any felony until 5 years have passed from the date of 
conviction, release from custody, parole or termination of probation, whichever is later; 
has been convicted of any misdemeanor directly or indirectly attributable to the use of 
alcoholic beverages within 2 years; or has had any alcoholic beverage license revoked 
until 2 years have passed from the date of revocation. KRS 243.100 

No partnership, limited partnership, limited liability company or corporation shall hold 
any alcoholic beverage license if the directors, officers, or managers are under the age of 
21; have been convicted of any felony or misdemeanor outlined in the above paragraph; 
and has had any alcoholic beverage license revoked until two years have passed from the 
date of revocation. KRS 243 .100 

Police record checks are conducted on all persons, directors, officers, members, and 
shareholders. These records are obtained from the Administrative Office of the Courts on 
all Kentucky residents at a charge of $15.00 per person. Fees must be submitted along 
with their state applications. All out-of-state backgrounds must be submitted by the 
applicant from their state of residence. 

Application Process 

Application packets are available at the state ABC office, the local ABC office, or from 
our web site at http://abc.ky.gov The instruction sheet will take you step by step through 
the process required to apply for licenses. 

All applications are to be approved by the local ABC Administrator for the City of 
Paintsville prior to being mailed to the State ABC office. When a local ABC 
Administrator signs an application, the signature acknowledges that the city intends to 
issue a local license, and the premises are located in wet territory, are zoned properly, and 
meet all local ordinances. Most cities do not issue the actual local license until the state 
license has been issued and the applicant must have both licenses to operate. Our office 
will fax a copy of the state license to the local administrator once it has been issued. 

Page4 




